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Santa Cruz Line 
Abandonment Granted 


Permission to 
abandon the sec- 
tion of the Santa 
Cruz line of the 
Southern Pacific 
between Los Gatos 
and Olympia, 15.2 
miles, in California, has been giv- 
en by the Interstate Commerce 
Commission this month according 
to reports from Washington. The 
line has not been in operation 
ever since washouts last winter. 


YAKIMA VALLEY MAY 
EXTEND LINE 


Possible extension of the lines 
of the Yakima Valley Transpor- 
tation Co. operating street cars 
and interurban freight service in 
and around Yakima, Wash., was 
seen in a report of conferences 
now being held in Yakima be- 
tween county officials and Union 
Pacific-Yakima Valley Transpor- 
tation engineers with reference 
to a branch line to the Yakima 


Municipal Airport where the gov- 
ernment is considering an air 
training station. 


Two Cable Lines Abandened? 


Without any offici- 
om SaEETY jal abandonment as 
yy such two cable lines 


QuaRKETY J/of the Market Street 
STREETS Railway ceased oper- 














SARY.00,6/ ation this month with 
Qe the substitution of a 
“7 __ cross town bus. The 


Castro cable line and the Fillmore 
hill cable as well as the Divisa- 
dero shuttle car all discontinued 
operation when the new cross 
town bus was put into service. 





NEW SHORT LINE 
HITS SNAG IN ICC 


The application of the Klamath | 
Northern for permission to conic 
ate a common carrier over the 
line of the Gilchrist Timber Com- 
pany between Gilchrist Junction 
and Crescent, Oregon, will be 
denied if the recommendation of 
the ICC examiner is followed. 
rhe report states that the only 
effect of the order would be the 
saving of $20 per car to the Gil- 
christ Timber Company in the 
cost of shipping lumber as _ that 
would be the Klamath Northern’s 
share of the transcontinental 
rate. 





More Time Given 
NWP Electric 


The Pacific Grey- 
hound has requested 
that an extension of 





two months — until 
February 10, 1941, be 
given for their sub- 
stitution for Northwestern Pa- 
cific electric service to San Ra- 
fael and Manor. The electric ser- 
vice to Mill Valley except for 


trains serving the students at the 
union high school has been ab- 
andoned. 





RED RIVER LUMBER CO. 
SCRAPS OLD ENGINES 
The Red River Lumber 
pany has scrapped four of the 
engines on its roster since pub- 
lication of same in our July is- 
sue according to a letter from the 
master mechanic. Engines Nos. 
21, 0-4-4T (Lassen Lumber and 
Box); 23, 0-6-0; 111 shay; and 
1349, 440. The number 21 was 
not listed on our roster as it 
carried the name Lassen Lumber 
& Box up to the very end and had 
not been in service for many 





years. 





‘KEY APPLICATION 
‘ARROUSES STATE 


The State of 
California 
threatened to go 
‘into the electric 
railway business 
this month if the 
railroad com- 
the Key System 





mission 
permission to set up bus service 


grants 


in Alameda to replace the pre- 
sent IER trains, Under the pro- 
prosal the Key System will put 
in two bus lines in Alameda to 


connect with the system’s 

other trans-bay rail ser- IER 
vice during the off-peak 

hours, but to run straight through 
during the peak. The state objects 
to the plan which, officials 
state, will peril the state’s in- 
vestment in IER equipment as 
well as complicate the _ traffic 
problem. State Toll Bridge Auth- 
ority engineers are studying the 








Com- } 


possible taking over of the IER 

before abandonment can take 

place. 

NEW INTERURBANS 

DELIVERED TO PE 

| The Pacific El- 
ectric has accept- 
ed delivery of 
some of the 30 

| new interurban 

cars recently ord- 


ered from Pullman 
| Standard Car Com- 
pany and has placed some in 
service on the Glendale-Burbank 
line, The cars first saw service 
on the Railroad Boosters’ Pre- 
view Run on November 17 and 
went into regular service on the 
24th. The cars are the first PCC 
cars designed for interurban ser- 
vice and the first to be operated 
as multiple unit cars. They have 
‘been numbered in the 5000 series 








PAGE TWO 





THE WESTERN RAILROADER 





“Cable Car Days in San Francisco” 


We railfans of San Francisco | taken 


have 
in cable cars, 


more so than any 
other 


part of the country, per- 


haps because of our close associ-j|he lives. 


ation with them. One group has 
gone to the extent of acquiring an 
original car of the Clay Street 
line and it was only a few months 
ago that the Northern California 
Railroad Club held an inspection 
trip to the main cable barn of 
the Market Street Railway. 

It is with this in view that we 
are pleased to announce that the 
Stanford University Press has 
just published the story of the 
cable cars of San Francisco as 
written by Edgar M. Kahn. “Ca- 
ble Car Days in San Francisco” 





upo nhimself the 


job as 


always had a great interest | historian for a mode of transpor- 


tation that is so inseparably a 
part of the landscape in which 
His research has dis- 
many numerous features 
of the cable-car story that might 
have been lost, but for the ef- 
forts of Mr. Kahn in interviewing 
the men that made cable-car his- 
tory. 

We of San Francisco know of 
the “Out for the curve!” that is 
the shout of the gripman and the 
clanging bell that is this vehicle’s 
voice in the night. Mounting the 


closed 


‘steepest grades through wind and 


fog with their passengers cling- 
ing precariously to their sides, 


these little cars form a link with 





giving full description of them.— 
then to Hallidie and the invention 
of the cable system, to Stanford 
and the Cal Street Cable, to Borel, 
to Stetson and Harris. All these 
great men parade through the 
pages of this truly great book 
even as the cable cars mount the 
crest of Nob Hill 

But the best part are the twen- 
ty-three photographs and numer- 
ous drawings by that great pen- 
and-ink artist William Wilke. Ob- 
tained from many sources these 
photos will be the joy of every 
railfan. 

It is with the conviction that 
this is a truly great book that we 
recommend that it be in the li- 
\brary of every railfan that he 


is written in an informal way|the past, and it is into the past: may be fully aware of the history 
with the color and flavor of rail|that the author takes us, but in|jand color that has been cable 
transportation and that of the | the end he brings us to date with : railroading. 
city by the Golden Gate mixed in |history of the California Street} It may be purchased at your 
a way that will please even the} Cable Railroad. local book store at $3.00 or by 
most exacting railfan. It is, however, more than an'mail from the Stanford Univer- 
Mr. Kahn is no outsider, but|ordinary narrative for it begins sity Press, Stanford University, 
a San Francisco railfan who has! at the beginning with horse cars,’ Calif. 





STOCKTON SUBSTITUTION 

‘Substitution of buses for street 
cars on some lines of the Stock- 
ton Electric Railroad as announc- 
ed last month has been on the 
Poplar & Ophir streets line and 
the Poplar-Main street line. The 
Cal. & San Joaquin streets line 
and the Weber ave. & El Dorado 
line are as yet unaffected by the 
bus substitution plan though the 
company is seeking to make the 
change over. Removal of the 
tracks is a stumbling block ac- 
cording to Stockton sources. 
Birney cars Nos. 41 and 43 have 
both been scrapped within the 
past month and 45 is now in the 
process. Cars 142 to 146 which 
were returned to the Southern 
Pacific several months ago have 
been sold for scrapp to a firm 
in Port Chicago. 


PORTLAND CARS 
FROM TERRE HAUTE 

The Indiana cars recently de- 
livered to the Portland Electric 
Power for service between Port- 
land, Oregon, and Oregon City, 
have been indentified as cars off 
the Indiana system formerly used 
in suburban service and last saw 
service as city cars in Terre 
Haute, Indiana. They are not the 
much publicized hi-speeds of the 
Indiana system, 











SAN DIEGO LIKES 
NEW SANTA FE TRAIN 
Catching the pop- 
ular fancy is the 
new train put on 
early in November 
by the Santa Fe be- 
tween Los Angeles 
and San Diego, The 
new train is pulled 
1369 and 1376, 
and consists of air-conditioned 
coaches, diner and lounge car, all 





engines 


by 
semi-streamlined, 





painted silver with a broad or- 
ange stripe. The 1376 originally 
saw service on the Valley Flyer 
between Oakland and_ Bakers- 
field. 
NEW RAILFAN 

Juice Fan H. A, Hill and his 


wife are the proud parents of a 
son born October 16. 








CREDIT WHERE CREDIT 
IS DUE: The roster of the 
Sacramento Northern appear- 
img in last month’s “Western 
Railroader” was the work of 
Bert Ward jand Joe Jessie. 
They are to be congratulated 
for same and apologies are 
extended for this late ac- 
cntvinnncneri 








— 


WE LIKE TRAINS! 

In one of the fiercest storms 
to strike the area around Watrous, 
New Mexico in years, and to 
sweep as far: south as the Pan- 
handle of Texas, isolating Amar- 
illo, heroic measures were en- 
listed to rescue marooned motor- 
ists. 

Ten miles east of Wautrous, ap- 
proximately 25 men, women and 
children were marooned through- 
out Sunday in buses and private 


cars. Highway crews battled for 
hovrs through three foot snow 


drifts, but were unable to reach 
the victims. Highway officials 
ccmmunicated news of the ser- 
ious plight of these people to of- 
ficials of the Santa Fe Railway 
and a rescue crew was dispatched 
Sunday evening with an extra 


car on the Santa Fe’s fast mail 
and express. 

Every person in the area was 
rescued and taken on to Albu- 
querque by the train crew which 
administered to those suffering 
from exposure. 
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Locomotives of the Trona Ry. 


No. Type Drvs. Cyls. BP 

1 2-8-0 57 22x30 200 

2 2-8-0 57 22x30 200 
2701 =2-8-2. 63) 26x28 = 200 


Weight TF Builder Date 


187,000 43,700 Baldwin, 1914 
187,000 43,700 Baldwin 1914 
218,000 53,107 Alco, 1914 


Builders’ numbers: 1-41157, 2-41158, 2701-54395. 


Numbers 1 and 2 were built 
was built for the Union Pacific, 


for the Trona Railroad. No. 2701 
whose number she carries, who 


sold it to Six Companies at Boulder Dam. The Trona Railroad pur- 
chased it at scrap prices and rebuilt it in their own shops. 


The line runs beiween Trona and Seartes Station where it 
connects with the Southern Pacific. a distance of 30.5 miles. It is 
owned and controlled by the American Potash and Chemical Co. It 
owns two freight cars and one passenger car (a gas motor built by 


Hall-Scott and now stored). The 


headquarters and engine shed of 


the line are located at Trona, Caiif. 





SANTA FE TERMINAL 
COMPANY OF CALIFORNIA 


The Santa Fe Terminal Com- 
pany of California was incorpor- 
ated under the laws of California 
in 1899 to build and operate ter- 
minal facilities in San Francisco. 
It had 0.53 miles of track in San 
Francisco, and one engine. The 
company was conveyed to the 
Atchihson, Topeka and Santa Fe 
in 1912. Engine No. 1, 0-4-0T, 
built by Baldwin in 1900, had 17x 
24 inch cylinders, 51 inch drivers, 
160 pounds boiler pressure, 100,- 
00 pounds weight and 18,500 Ibs. 
tractive force. It was later AT&SF 
No. 2419 in use as a shop goat 
at Needles, Calif, 





TACOMA NARROWS 
MAY BE RAIL BRIDGE 


The disaster this month to the 
Tacoma Nnarrows’ Bridge has 
brought forth the suggestion that 
it be rebuilt as a double deck 
bridge with provisions for a rail 
line to connect Tacoma with sev- 
eral government projects on the 
far side. NWP commuters are 
praying for a high wind. 





SP&S ORDERS DIESELS 


The Spokane, Portland & Se- 
attle has ordered four diesel- 
electric switch engines of 1000 
h.p. capacity from the Electro- 
Motive Corporation and the Bald- 
win Locomotive Works. Each 
plant will build two engines. The 
order was placed during Novem- 
ber and delivery is expected early 
next year, 


NORTHERN NOTES 

September 29th the SP elimin- 
ate dtrains 18 and 15 and cut out 
the sections to 23 and 18 replac- 
~ them with a new train, 11 and 

The numbers 11 and 12 now 
tet to the Beaver are not 
new io this territory as the old 
Shasta Limited was 11 and 12. 
Thet was the first class train 
for many years between Portland 
and San Francisco. 

Tke Great Northern took over 
the night trains 401 and 402 be- 
tween Portland and Seattle on the 
29th of September for one year. 
Next year it goes to the Union 
Pacific again, 

The SP&S eliminated the night 
trains 23 and 22 between Port- 
land and Seaside, leaving only 
trains 21 and 24 on October 1. 

That is all for trains. SP 3619 

came into Portland yesterday and 
is in service between here and 
Eugene at the present. Don’t 
know if this is permanent or not. 

The NPT Co. were planning 
on retiring a couple of the older 
switch engines upon acquiring 
the new diesels, but business is 
so good they don’t know what 
they would have done without 
the new power as they all have 
been working steady. ‘Also none 
of the parent companies have any 
power to loan them as they are 
working their’s straight through 
three shifts except when neces- 
sary to tie up for work. 

a The UP is about through with 
its scrarvine provram_ having 
sevrayped 2-8-9’s 706, 728, 755 
and 757: 4-f-s 1742, 1749, 1750, 
1752, 175°. 1756, and 1758: 4-6-2’s 
2830, 3210, and 3216; and 0-6-0’s 
4929, 4931, and 4933 in addition 


to the shop goat 0150 and the 
weed burner 0250. 
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LA JOLLA LINE 
SCRAPPED BY SDE 

The San Diego Electric Rail- 
way has begun tearing up the 
rails of the recently abandoned 
La Jolla line. Sixteen miles of 
line are being torn up with work 
car 021 and the electric “Brown- 
hoist” taking active parts in the 
scrapping of this once famous in- 
terurban. 

The electric lines one and only 
freight motor, 1025, left town re- 
cently on a Santa Fe freight 
headed for Salt Lake City. It has 
been sold to one of the Utah 
electric interurban lines. She was 
built by Baldwin-Westinghouse 
in June, 1923, construction num- 
ber 56642. 


SACRAMENTO NORTHERN 
OUTLOOK DARK 

With abandonment of the Nor- 
thern division on September 30, 
1940, one month after the through 
to Chico was discontinued, the 
Passenger service on the Sacra- 
mento Northern was cut to four 
trains daily between San Fran- 
cisco and _ Pittsburgh. These 
trains have been running with 
two cars and too few passengers 
and the outlook for continued op- 
eration of this section looks none 
too good although there are pos- 
sibilities. The Northern’s con- 
tract with the Bay Bridge is one 
of the stumbling blocks to the 
abandonment of this _ section, 
however. 


NEW CCT MOTOR 

The Central California Traction 
has put one of the C&LE cars 
into service on their lines after 
being completely rebuilt in the 
Stockton shops of the CCT. The 


new car is numbered 9 and is 
painted yellow with white 
stripes. The car is the first of 
three such units being put into 
service by the line. 











EAST BAY TRANSIT 
SCRAPS OLD CARS 

Reports from the East Bay fans 
reveal that the East Bay Transit 
have scrapped cars 709, 710 and 
714 within the past month as 
well as several of the 350 series 
cars. Others are expected to go 
after the Big Game rush this year 
when most of the cars on the 
system will be used to handle the 
unusual crowds to the Berkeley 





football stadium, 
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NORTHERN CAL. PLANS 
BIG YEAR FOR ’41 

At the first meeting of the 
new term the Northern California 
Railroad Club set down plans for 
a bid year in °41. Increased club 
activities were discussed and 
committees for the year were 
appointed. Walt Sievers was re- 
appointed to the position of ex- 
cursion director with Joe Chap- 
man and Warren K. Miller as his 
associates. Bob Wendt was ap- 
pointed to head the membership 
committee with Clarence Sweet 
and John Carrick as the other 
committee members. The latter 
committee went right to work 
as five membership applications 
were presented at the meeting 
for their consideration, Other 
business was the appointment of 
Eric Haldkiar as a special photo- 
album committee to arrange for 
the compiling of a club album. 
A committee of Walt Sievers and 
Bill Darrough was appointed to 
draw up plans for a Christmas 
party at our December meeting. 
The November meeting was held 
in an electric car of the North- 
western Pacific spotted at the 
Sausalito terminal. 


THE SWITCH LIST 


Listings in the Switch List are 
free to members of the Northern 
California Railroad Club and sub< 
scribers of the Western Railroader. 
Please state your listings clearly. 








FRANCIS GUIDO, 502 N. Clare- 
mont St., San Mateo, Calif. of- 
fers prints of several abandoned 
juice lines for trade. List and 
sample on exchange. Has Santa 
Barbara Consolidated, Burlin- 
game Ry., Redlands St. Ry., 
Grey’s Harbor Electric, and many 
others. 


B. E. BISHOP, 714 Main St., 
Santa Clara, Calif., has many 
emp. time cards, mostly SP and 
Santa Fe, to sell or trade for 
timetables, train orders, photos, 
etc. of western roads. Please note 
new address. 











Oakland’s Pioneer Model Store 
Complete Model Service 
HO, OO, and O Gauges 
PACIFIC MODEL CRAFTS 

Koeppe Bros. 


436-1lth St., Oakland TW 2788 
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JN PIONEER DAYS HUGE HERDS OF 
BUFFALOES FREQUENTLY DELAYED 
TRAINS CROSSING THE WESTERN 

PLAINS. OBSTINATE STRAGGLERS 
WERE SOMETIMES CHASED FROM 
THE TRACK WITH HOT WATER 

FROM THE LOCOMOTIVE 








THE AVERAGE FREIGHT CAR 
TODAY HAS 20 PER CENT 
MORE CAPACITY THAN THE 
AVERAGE FREIGHT CAR 
OF WORLD WAR DAYS.((918) - <= 










A\sout THIRTY CENTS OF 
EVERY RAILROAD TAX DOLLAR 
GOES TO SUPPORT PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS, THUS PROVIDING 
SUFFICIENT FUNDS TO 
EDUCATE APPROXIMATELY 
300,000 BOYS AND GIRLS 
EACH YEAR. 


(4) ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN RAILROADS 
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